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BRIGADIER ARNOLD WILLIAM POTTS, DSO, OBE, MC 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [12.23 pm]:  Last Sunday, my home 
town of Kojonup held a historical and highly successful event attended by 2 000 people: the unveiling by 
His Excellency the Governor General Michael Jeffery of a statue of Kojonup’s favourite son, Brigadier Arnold 
William Potts DSO, OBE, MC, who was mentioned in dispatches four times.  Brigadier Potts, or Pottsy as he 
was affectionately known, served in Gallipoli and France during World War I with great distinction.  He 
commanded the 2nd/16th Battalion in Syria during World War II before being promoted to Brigadier and leading 
the 21st Brigade on the Kokoda Track in 1942.  Close to his troops, and they to him, and outnumbered five to one 
by the Japanese, he faced a terrible choice: obey orders to advance and fight and face certain defeat, or disobey 
orders and stand a chance of keeping the enemy from taking Port Moresby.  He chose the latter - a brilliant 
tactical fighting retreat.  In terrible conditions, he wore down and defeated the Japanese, saving lives and 
possibly Australia.  General Blamey accused them of running like rabbits.  He was relieved of that command and 
did not receive the deserved recognition after the war.  He was never bitter and as a farmer in Kojonup he gave 
outstanding local community service and leadership which was recognised with an OBE.  The statue and 
commemorative footbridge in Apex Park, Kojonup, gives Pottsy his true recognition. 

I congratulate and thank the A.W. Potts Kokoda Track Memorial Committee - chairman Eric Wright and his 
fantastic group - along with the Potts family for their great initiative, planning, organisation and work in bringing 
this wonderful project to fruition.  Members must make sure that they stop and view the statue and story on the 
bridge when next they pass through Kojonup. 
 


